
CAMPUS FEMINISMS: GENDER AND SOCIAL 

JUSTICE IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

A Discussion Workshop 

Monday 21st March, 12 – 5.30pm 

Newcastle University, Armstrong Building (Room 1.06) 

 

Overview 

This free afternoon event brings together academics, activists and students, to reflect on 

the diverse issues of concern confronting feminists within universities and colleges.  

This is an important moment for conversations on gender and social justice in higher 

education to be taking place. The recent Hunting Ground film has documented the 

prevalence of sexual violence on North American university campuses; there has been a 

government-ordered enquiry into sexual violence in UK universities; debates around 

freedom of speech have been sparked by the student campaign to ‘no-platform’ Germaine 

Greer; there are controversies around so-called ‘trigger warnings’ for sensitive topics; 

and evidence of gender segregation at some university talks. 

The workshop will use some of these recent issues as a springboard to discuss pedagogy 

and feminism, feminist activism on campus, lad cultures and sexual violence.  

The workshop has been generously funded by the Newcastle University Gender Research 

Group. It is being co-convened by Nikki Godden-Rasul (Newcastle University) and Neil 

Cobb (Manchester University).  

For further information about the event, please contact Neil at: 

neil.cobb@manchester.ac.uk.  

 

How to Register 

Places for the event are limited and booking is essential.  To book a place, please visit 

the registration page at: http://forms.ncl.ac.uk/view.php?id=9598 

Registration will close at 5pm on Monday 7 March 2016. 

 

mailto:neil.cobb@manchester.ac.uk
http://forms.ncl.ac.uk/view.php?id=9598


Speaker biographies 

 

Lucy Morgan   
Lucy Morgan is the Gender Equality Officer at Newcastle University 
Student’s Union. In this role she has organised events such as 
consent workshops which raise awareness of sexual violence, and 
she is planning a new campaign to make the reporting process 
easier at NUSU. As President of the Feminist Society (2014-2015), 
she led a committee which transformed the society into a thriving 
community with a strong public image. Membership doubled, and 
the society launched the successful campaign #FreePeriods and 
ran several events each week to cater to the needs of non-members. 
Her chief concern has also been the level of normalised sexual 
harassment and rape culture on campus.  

 

Dr. Vanita Sundaram  
Vanita Sundaram is currently a Senior Lecturer in Education at the 
University of York. Her research broadly covers gender and 
education, focusing more specifically on gender-based violence and 
teenagers; violence prevention work in schools; addressing issues 
of gender, sexuality and plurality in sex and relationships 
education; tackling everyday sexism through education across the 
lifecourse; and lad cultures in higher education. She is the author 
of numerous publications on these issues, including Global debates 
and key perspectives on sex and relationships education: 
Addressing issues of gender, sexuality, plurality and power (2015) 
and Preventing youth violence: Rethinking the role of gender in 
schools (2014). She is an academic member of the NUS Strategy 
Team on Lad Culture and serves on the Gender and Education 
Association executive committee. 

 

 

Louise Whitfield  
Louise is a public law specialist, with 18 years’ experience of 
conducting high-profile judicial review claims across a wide 
range of subject areas. Previously she worked at the Public Law 
Project (PLP), the leading public law NGO, where she was Head 
of Casework. Much of Louise’s casework has focused on public 
law discrimination challenges arising from breaches of the 
public sector equality duty. She has advised on a number of 
gender equality duty cases and regularly represents women’s 
organizations on a wide range of public law issues. In 2015, 
Louise acted on behalf of the claimant Elizabeth Ramey, who 
launched a legal challenge to overturn Oxford University’s policy 
on investigating complaints of rape and sexual assault. 

 

 



Schedule 

12.00 – 12.45  Lunch 

 

12.45 – 1.15  Welcome: Neil Cobb* & Nikki Godden-Rasul**  

Bringing Feminism into the (Legal) Classroom: Research, 

Pedagogy, Activism 

 

1.15 - 2.00  Lucy Morgan, Gender Equality Officer, Newcastle 

Students’ Union 

   Activism on Campus: A Student’s Perspective 

 

2.00 - 2.45  Dr Vanita Sundaram, University of York 

   Lad Cultures in Higher Education 

 

2.45 - 3.00  Break 

 

3.45 - 4.30  Louise Whitfield, Partner, Deighton Pierce Glynn  

   Solicitors 

   Using the Law to Hold Institutions to Account  

 

4.30 - 5.15   Ways Forward 

5.15 - 5.30  Close 

 

* Neil Cobb is a Senior Lecturer in Law at The University of Manchester. His has written extensively in the fields 

of global sexual rights advocacy, gender and the criminal law, legal responses to HIV/AIDS and LGBT legal 

studies. He has previously worked as a legal advisor for the Crown Prosecution Service North-east England 

Homophobic and Transphobic Hate Crime Scrutiny Panel.  

** Nikki Godden-Rasul is a Lecturer in Law at Newcastle University. Her research interests are in the fields of 

rape law and justice, sexual violence and restorative justice, tort law and gender, and technology-facilitated 

violence against women. She is on the steering committee for Newcastle University’s Gender Research Group, 

and a book review editor for Feminist Legal Studies.   


